
Worcester canal corridor - wildlife 
 

The Worcester to Birmingham canal connects with the river Severn at Worcester. At the Diglis end 

the canal connects with the Cherry Orchard nature reserve, with Chapter Meadows and with 

countryside to the south and west (map 12,13,14). At the Six Ways end it is bordered on one side by 

fields and so is linked to the countryside to the north and east. For much of its length it is very close 

to Barbourne brook which leaves the canal near Bilford locks to make its way to the Severn through 

Gheluveldt  park (map15).  The canal then, is part of a six mile long ring of water. As such it is already 

an important wildlife corridor.  It could be improved and enhanced. 

The canal has been vital to the industrial development of the city. From the older industrial sites like 

the porcelain works near Diglis basin to the modern business parks near six ways it is still visible and 

often still thriving. Yet this is not the whole story. Industrial development along the canal cuts across 

roads and housing developments at odd angles with the result that pockets of undeveloped land 

have been left like beads on a string. Many of these pockets are identified in the two maps. They are 

usually managed in some way and are named. Others, such as stretches where the canal side hedge 

is several metres deep, are not. Often, like Perdiswell park or Lansdowne allotments, they stretch for 

a considerable distance away from what is usually considered to be the canal side and certainly 

further than the Canal and River Trust currently carries out work.  

We could identify all of these areas and survey current wildlife activity. We could jointly carry out 

management and improvement work as necessary and plan their future development. 

Most importantly, by working together we could link these sites together. This is the key element in 

creating a successful wildlife corridor. Wildlife goes where it has somewhere to live and something 

to eat. At present quite short stretches of canal where these things do not exist are an impenetrable 

barrier. If we provide these things in the spaces between the existing wildlife friendly pockets nature 

will do the rest. 

 

1 FROM DIGLIS BASIN TO LOCK 4 (BLOCKHOUSE) 

Map 1 

The Riverside Park project is ambitious and involves many agencies. Promoting wildlife is a key 

element of the project as evidenced by the construction of a stair at Diglis weir to facilitate the 

return of fish species such as shad to the river beyond Worcester. The canal adjoins the river there. 

Yet for wildlife it is the stretch of canal from Diglis basin to the Commandery which is the most 

obvious bottleneck. There is little or no vegetation along the canal bank. The canal itself is reed free. 

Finding ways to encourage wildlife to live and to pass through this stretch is the most important 

piece of work which needs to be undertaken.  

Perhaps something ambitious could be done as part of the riverside park project for example a 

`green wall` or a floating pocket park. 
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i)Fort Royal park, which  becomes the ground of the Commandery and meets he canal there, (map 

11) is an important resource. It needs to be assessed with wildlife in mind and work such as planting 

of wildflowers and siting of bird boxes undertaken. 

ii)The tiny pocket park at lock 4 (map9) is far more significant than its size suggests. The intention is 

to undertake work on the opposite bank with the primary purpose of deterring drinking and drug 

taking. Making this a wildlife based improvement, for example by planting which provides a food 

source for birds and insects, is worth doing. 

iii) Any small areas where planting can be done need to be identified. 

iv)A monitoring exercise would be useful.  

 

2 FROM BLOCKHOUSE LOCK TO LOCK 15 (PERDISWELL) 

Map 1 

There is a lot of voluntary organisation activity along this stretch of canal, for example:  

St Pauls are in the process of adopting the stretch from Wickes to the Commandery. (map 9) 

The Arboretum Residents Association have redeveloped a pocket park near the railway bridge into a 

community resource (map 8). 

The Duckworth Trust volunteers undertake cleaning up graffiti and are starting regular work groups 

based on the outline Worcester Corridor Plan. 

A monthly litter pick has taken place for several years. (map 6) 

The Worcester Canal Group has adopted a mile long stretch. 

Within the city council owned Lansdowne road allotments there is a sizeable area given over to 

wildlife. (map 7a). It is a site of national importance for slow worms and is a habitat for badgers, 

many species of birds, butterflies and insects. Partly for this reason this stretch of canal was one of 

the main areas of work for the urban wildlife project run by the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust. All of 

these groups share an interest in promoting wildlife. All of them are working together and have 

shown a commitment to the Worcester Corridor group. There is then, a lot to build on. 

i)Work could be co ordinated and long term planning undertaken. 

ii)Attention could be paid to areas such as that between the allotments and the canal where at 

present only clearance work is undertaken but which are an important habitat and could without too 

much effort become still more important. 

iii)In 2016 the Canal group ran a wildlife week along this stretch of canal. It was a general monitoring 

exercise as well as focusing on bats, moths and wildflowers. An important feature of this week was 

that more than seventy local people took part which demonstrates the interest that exists. This 

could be repeated.  
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3 FROM  LOCK TO LOCK  ( PERDISWELL TO SIX WAYS STADIUM) 

Map 2 

Here at the edge of the city the orientation of the canal shifts from the northwest to the north east. 

Broadly speaking the result is that on one bank there are industrial units and housing whilst on the 

other are open spaces and fields. Several stand out: 

Behind the council tip (map 16). An inaccessible area almost invisible both from the canal and from 

the road this is in fact a sizeable area which has been left to go wild. Importantly it lies between the 

canal and Barbourne brook.  

Perdiswell park (map 1). Containing football pitches and a golf course the park could be a `green 

desert`. This is being remedied, there are woods at the north end and patches where wildflowers are 

being encouraged. This is an area where joint work could produce quick and measurable results.   

Barbourne brook (map 3). The course of this stretch of canal closely follows that of the brook and in 

several places the brook is culverted and flows under the canal. Where this occurs there are areas of 

woodland, hedges and scrub for example around Tolladine lock (map 18). 

Offerton country park (map 19). This country park is essentially a reed filled lake surrounded by 

trees. It is an important resource at a key location for a wildlife corridor. 

We could identify and assess all of the wildlife friendly areas and carry out regular monitoring with a 

view to finding out: 

 i)What species are to be found, how this relates to the wildlife to be found in the nearby 

countryside and what seasonal variations there are. 

ii)How the wildlife to be found relates to that found in the Diglis/ River Severn area. 

iii) What this tells us about movement, migration, continuity of habitat and the health of the canal as 

a wildlife corridor. 
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